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Abstract:

Anundoram Borooah, a noble scholar of India has contributed a lot to the field of Sanskrit
Literature. Out of his compositions, five works are lexical. The first lexical work is A Practical
English-Sanskrit Dictionary of which three volumes are found. First volume is titled as A
Practical English-Sanskrit Dictionary. Borooah named the second volume as Higher Sanskrit
grammar which is published separately by him. The third volume titled as On the Ancient
Geography of India: Geographical Names Rendered in Sanskrit. Later on it is reissued by the
Publication Board, Assam as an independent book under the title Ancient Geography of India. In
this book, Anundoram Borooah gives an exhaustive geographical idea of ancient India. He
discusses the origin of the word India, derivations and divisions of it. This genius scholar
presents a vast description of the places of ancient India in the light of historical and
geographical significance. In the delineation of the origins of places hames, mountains names,
rivers names etc. Anundoram Borooah has given many references from Puranas. He uses most of
places, rivers, mountains found in the Vispupurana, Matsyapurana and Markandeyapurana. For
example, Borooah refers the names of seven principal mountains as found in the Vispupurana,
Matsyapurana and Markandeyapurana. Again some rivers and their places are also mentioned

by Anundoram Borooah with pauranic references. So his Ancient Geography of India is an
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important work for the treasure of indological study. The aim of this paper is to give a threadbare

discussion on pauranic elements on Anundoram Borooah’s geographical idea of ancient India.

Introduction:

Anundoram Borooah is one of the pioneer scholars of India. The fame of Borooah along
with his motherland Assam is spread also in all over world. Borooah was the first Assamese
graduate, civilian and Barrister-at-law. Again he was the fifth civilian among the Indian civilians.
This prolific scholar of India has contributed a lot to the field of Sanskrit Literature. He
composes thirteen books. Out of his compositions, five works are lexical. Among those, first
lexical work is A Practical English-Sanskrit Dictionary of which three volumes are found. First
volume is titled as A Practical English-Sanskrit Dictionary. Borooah named the second volume
as Higher Sanskrit grammar which is published separately by him. The third volume titled as On
the Ancient Geography of India: Geographical Names Rendered in Sanskrit. Later on, it is
reissued by the Publication Board, Assam as an independent book under the title Ancient

Geography of India.

In this book, Anundoram Borooah gives an exhaustive geographical idea of ancient
India. He discusses the origin of the word India, its derivations, divisions along with a vast
description of the places, mountains, rivers etc. of ancient India in the light of historical and
geographical significance. In this connection Borooah has given many references from Puranas.
In this present paper, specifically the mountains and the rivers of India are going to discuss, in
which Borooah projects lots of Pauranic sources. The number of reference varies in different
recension. So, the verse is taken in this paper as the source. So the aim of this paper is to show

how Pauranic sources are reflected in the geographical idea of Anundoram Borooah.
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Objectives:

In this present paper, specifically the mountains and the rivers of India are going to
discuss, in which Borooah projects lots of Pauranic sources. The number of reference varies in
different recension. So, the verse is taken in this paper as the source. The aims and objectives of
this paper are to give a threadbare discussion on pauranic elements on Anundoram Borooah’s

geographical idea about ancient India.
Methodology:

The methodology used in this present paper is descriptive, comparative and analytical.
The relevant information has been gathered through the works done by Borooah particularly in

respect of ancient India.

Pauranic Elements on Anundoram Borooah’s Geographical Idea of Ancient India:

Borooah first represents the word India with various derivations from various sources.

According to Rgveda, the name of India comes from the word Sindhu which means flowing®.

Y pratyayam sindhumavadan, vide., 1, 11.6
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Kalidasa mentions Sindhu? as a river in his Raghuvasisa. Greek writers call it Sindhu Desa. But
in the Visnupurana, it is called as Bharata Varsa®, the country to the north of the sea and to the
south of the Himalaya and where Bharatt gives birth to her children. Though Borooah has given
various above derivations of the word India, ultimately he accepts the definition of Vispupurana

in this write up®.

In connection with the divisions of India, Anundoram Borooah presents a description of
principal chains of mountains of ancient India. He discusses the seven principal mountains in
addition to Himalaya like Mahendra, Malaya, Sahya, Suktimat, Rksa or Rksavat, Vindhya and
Paripatra or Pariyatra which are already described in the Visnupurana®, Matsyapurana® and
Markandeyapurana’. He mentions that the mountain Mahendra includes the eastern ghats
between Mahanadi and Godavari® in this write up. Again, some sources of ancient rivers are
placed in this mountain. The rivers are Tribhaga, Rsikulya, Iksuda, Tridiva, Langtlini, Mili,
Sarava and Vimala. Also in the Puranas, this series of names are found to be raised from
mountain Mahendra. But some of these names are seen different like Tribhaga is Trisama in
Visnupurana®. According to Markandeyapurana®, the names of rivers are Pitrsoma, Rsikulya,
Iksuka, Tridivacaya, Langtlini and Vams$akari (Mili). Sarava and Vimala are not in this purana.

Again, in the Matsyapurana, Langtlini is mentioned as Tamraparni. Except this, other seven

2 pibatyasau payayate ca sindhuh, vide., X111.9
8 uttarasir yat samudrasya himéadrescaiva daksinam |
varsam tad Bharatam nama Bharati yatra santatih [/ vide 11, 3.1

4 Ancient Geography of India, para 6
5 vide., I1, 3.3

b sapta casmin mahavarse visrutah kulaparvvatah /
mahendro malayak sahyah saktimanrksavanapi I/
Vindhyasca pariyatrasca ityete kulaparvvatah |
tesam sahasrasascanye parvvatastu samipata hil vide., 114. 17-18
" vide., V. 10-11
8 vide., para 9
9 vide,, Il, 3. 12
10 pitrsomarsikulya ca iksuka tridiva ca ya /
Langulint vamsakara mahendraprabhavah smytah | vide., 54. 28-29
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names of rivers are same in this purana and found to be raised from the mountain Mahendra®!.
But Anundoram Borooah clearly states these differentiations of the names of rivers in references
and accepts these names - Tribhaga, Rsikulya, Iksuda, Tridiva, Langalini, Mali, Sarava and
Vimala®? in his work. As a perfect geographer, he also gives a detail description of the places of

these rivers.

In this write up, Anundoram Borooah describes the next mountain Malaya along with the
rivers surrounding it. According to him, Malaya is identified with the southern ghats, which are
running from the south of Mysore'®. Again, Borooah mentions the reference from the
Markandeyapurana that the Malaya and the Dardura mountains are mentioned in one
connection®*. So, his view on Dardura is that it is identified with that portion of ghats which form
the south-eastern boundary of Mysore®®. This chain of mountain is the source of four rivers.
Krtamala, Tamraparni, Puspaja and Utpalavati are found to be raised from Malaya. In this
connection, Borooah accepts the names of these rivers as mentioned in the Matsyapurana®. Of
these rivers Tamraparni is most celebrated. Though he does not mention about

Markandeyapurana, these names®’ are also seen in it.

Sahya comes to the next in the series of mountains as mentioned by Anundoram Borooah
in his present work. Sahya is known as Siyadree among Hindus. Nine rivers are found to be
placed in this chain of mountain. Borooah gives the names of these rivers by collecting the

Y tribhaga rsikulya ca iksuda tridivacala /
tamraparni tatha mult sarava vimala tatha/

mahendratanayh sarwah prakhyatah subhagaminih I/ vide., 114. 31

12 vide., para 9

13 Ibid., para 10

1% mahendramalayadrau ca dardure ca vasanti ye / vide., 58. 21

15 Ancient Geography of India, para 11

18 krtamala tamraparni puspaja cotpalavati /
malayaprasita nadyah sarvvah Sitajalda subhah I/ vide., 114. 30

Y krtamala tamraparni puspaja sitpalavati /
malayadrisamudbhiita nadyah sitajalastvimah Il vide., 54. 27-28
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references from puranas. In the Matsyapurana, Godavari, Bhimarathi, Krsnaveni, Vanjula,
Tungabhadra, Suprayoga, Bahya and Kaberi are placed in the slopes of the Sahya Mountain'®.
Markandeyapuranpa also shows that these noble rivers issue from the slopes of Sahya'®. But in
this purapa, Vanjula is not found. Instead of it, Krsnaveni is divided into two names of rivers
viz. Krsna and Venya and Bhimaratht is mentioned as Bhimaratha. In the both puranas, eight
rivers are mentioned. But Borooah amalgamated the names of the rivers and nine rives are said
to take rise in Sahya Mountain. These are Godavari, Bhimaratht (tha), Krsna, Venna, Vanjula or
Manjula, Tungabhadra, Suprayoga, Bahya and Caberi?®. After this, Borooah also gives a vast

geographical location of these rivers.

About the position of the Suktimat Mountain, Anundoram Borooah has no such clear
information. He mentions from Markandeyapurana that five rivers are placed in this mountain.
Rsikulya, Kumari, Mandaga, Krpa and Palasini are said to rise in this mountain?’. But Borooah
cannot identify any of these rivers. Because, according to him, the sources of which rivers are in

this chain of mountain, none of which names concurred with the names of Markandeyapurana.

Rksa or Rksavat or Rksavan is the next in the series of mountains. In the position of Rksa
or Rksavat, Anundoram Borooah accepts the description of Vana Parva in this write up.
According to it, this mountain means the southerly or Satpura Mountains dividing the valley of
the Tapi from the valley of the Narmada?2. Regarding the names of rivers as placed in this chain

of mountain, Borooah accepts Visnupurana. According to this purapa, Tapi, Payosni and

18 godavart bhimaratht kysnaveni ca vanjula /
tungabhadra suprayoga bahya kabert caiva tu /
daksinapathanadyastah sahyapadadvinihsrtah I/ vide., 114. 29
¥ godavart bhimaratha kysna venya tathapara |
tungabhadra suprayoga bahya kaberyathapaga /|
sahyapadaviniskranta ityetah sariduttamah | vide., 54. 26-27
20 Ancient Geography of India, para 12
2 rsikulyd kumari ca mandaga mandavahini |
krpa palasini caiva suktimatprabhavah smytah Il Markandeyapurana, 54. 29-30
22 Ancient Geography of India, para 19

Page |137



Thematics Journal of Geography
ISSN: 2277-2995

Vol 8 No 9 (2019): Vol-8-Issue-9-September-2019

Nirvindhya rise in this chain?. He identifies the river Payosni with the Piirna, a feeder of the
Tapti®*. Regarding the position of Nirvindhya, Borooah is in doubt. In different sources,
Nirvindhya is found to be raised from Vindhya Mountain. In some puranas, he finds that
Nirvindhya is said to flow from the Vindhya, not the Rksa. So he identifies the Nirvindhya with

the western Parvati® in this write up.

According to Anundoram Borooah, the Mountain Vindhya is well known to readers. He
does not describe much about it in his work. Again, the list of rivers surrounding in this
mountain as found in the puranas, is not correct according to his opinion. He clears it in this

write up that the name of Vindhya was applied as at present to the basin of Ganga?®.

The last of the mountain series is Pariyatra. Our ancestors did not state clearly about this
mountain?’. After mentioning different sources, Anundoram Borooah identifies the Pariyatra
Mountain with the Sewalik Chain which run parallel to the Himalaya and guard the Gangetic
Doab on the North-east in this geographical writing. Again he declares about the rivers of this
chain of mountain that in the Puranas, the names of rivers of Pariyatra Mountain are same with
those rivers which rise in Vindhya Mountain. It is found in the Vispupurana that only Vedasmrti,
the principal river and some rivers are rise in this Pariyatra Mountain?®. Again, the inhabitants of
Pariyatra are mentioned with the Karusas and Malavas in this Purana®. Therefore, Borooah
accepts that the inhabitants of Pariyatra are the people of the ancient kingdom of Prasthala and

the Mountain Pariyatra is placed in central India®.

Conclusion:

B tapipayosninirvindhyapramukha rksasambhavah , 1. 3.11
% vide., para 19
% ibid., para 20

% vide., para 21
27 Ancient Geography of India, para 22

B vedasmytimukhyadyasca pariyatrodbhava mune / vide., 11. 3.10
2 karusa malavascaiva pariyatranivasinah | ibid., 1. 3.16
30" Ancient Geography of India, para 22
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From the above discussion on the Pauranic Elements on Anundoram Borooah’s
Geographical Idea of Ancient India, we can conceive the idea that before going to compose this
geographical work of ancient India, Anundoram Borooah has studied all the Puranas
exhaustively. His work is full of Pauranic Elements. He amalgamated the references of the
Puranas and as a perfect geographer gives his own idea. Borooah skilfully discusses the sources.
In this write up, with the help of the Pauranic references, Anundoram Borooah has successfully
presented the geographical position of ancient India in a vivid manner. This way the scholarly
son of Assam has made Pauranic references useful in even in modern days. This is to be
remembered here though he accepts the idea from Puranas, somewhere he criticises the idea of

Puranas also. It proves the famous saying of Kalidasa - puranam ityeva na sadhu sarvam/
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