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ABSTRACT 

India‟s culture and believe in strong. India is a country of rich culture and heritage. This paper is 

a chronological ethnography that examines the public renovation of Gaya into a Heritage place. 

As a place of cultural heritage and a monument of marvelous universal significance this 

inclusion has reinforced the ancient importance of Gaya. I receive this current event as a framing 

device for my historical and ethnographic investigation that details the changeable ways in which 

Gaya is constructed out of a particular set of social affairs. 

Diagonally moment in period immemorial, India has changed itself into a contemporary society 

while also deeply held onto practices and faith that have all-time significance. Our understanding 

and thanks of the ancient times to a large great extent has helped us maintain high values such 

that we cherish those and live in our in attendance. 

It is for these reasons that it is vital to look past the universal concept and observe the ways in 

which places of international memory are laden with community and artistic sense that is 

activated, reproduced and contested through a range of public perform. During this way, 

Heritage is not only about the production of authoritative pasts but it is also about creating new 

meanings and forging new international public spheres diagonally cultural, general and religious 

variation. 

    

           Fig-1                                                Fig-2                                        Fig-3                                          Fig-4 

INTRODUCTION: 

India is the single nation with the biggest and most different combination of ritual and 

civilization.  The attractive country is so enticing where the exotic monuments and enchanting 
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destinations talk volumes about the ritual and culture of Indian community.  India is home to 

various of the best cultural symbols of the globe which includes temples, churches, mosques, 

forts, performing arts, classical dances, sculptures, paintings, architecture, literature etc., 

A tradition is everything in a particular civilization and Indian culture is no simple composite of 

varying styles and influences.  Indian traditions were mounded throughout different eras of 

record. It is a medley of wonderful diversities and startling challenge.  

Vishnupad Mandir History 

Gaya derives from the fabulous demon Gayasur (which literally means Gaya the holy demon), 

demon (asur, a Sanskrit word) and Gaya. Over its record dating millennia, the word asur got 

deleted and the name Gaya remained in prevalence. Lord Vishnu kills Gayasur, the holy demon 

by using the force of his foot over him. This episode changed Gayasur into the sequence of rocky 

hills to create up the background of the Gaya city. Gaya was consequently blessed that he had the 

power to release the sins of individuals who touched him or looked at him; after his death lots of 

public have flocking to Gaya to perform shraddha sacrifices on his body to absolve the sins of 

their relatives. Gods and goddesses had assured to live on Gayasur's body after he died, and the 

hilltop protuberances of Gaya are surmounted by temples to different gods and goddesses. These 

hilltop temples at Rama Shila, Mangla Gauri, Shringa Sthan and Brahmayoni are part of the 

pilgrimage circuit, and magnificent staircases have been built up to most of them blessed places 

in Gaya correspond to physical features, most of which arise naturally. Ghats and temples line up 

the banks of the holy Falgu River. Trees such as pipal trees and Akshayavat, the undying banyan, 

are particularly sacred. The Mangla Gauri shrine is manifest by two rounded stones that 

represent the breasts of the mythological Sati, the first wife of Lord Shiva. At Present the most 

popular temple is Vishnu pad, a place along the Falgu River, manifest by a footstep of Vishnu 

incised into a wedge of basalt that specify the perform of Lord Vishnu subduing Gayasur by 

placing his foot on Gayasur's chest. The modern temple was rebuilt by Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar, 

the ruler of Indore, in the 18th century  

Gaya is significant to Hindus from the point of outlook of deliverance to the souls of ancestors (a 

ritual called pindadanam). According to Ramayana, while Lord Rama arrive to Gaya along with 

Sita for pitrupaksha (or to perform pindadanam), Sita cursed the Falgu River following a few 

disobedience on the branch of the river. The ritual states that on account of this curse, Falgu 

River lost its water, and the river is simply a enormous stretch of sand dunes. 

Vishnupad Temple situated in the central part of the older city is believed to have been built over 

the footprints of Lord Vishnu. within the temple, the 40 cm long `footprint' of Vishnu is 

imprinted in concrete rock and surrounded by a silver plated basin. This Shikhara technique 

temple was build in 1787, by Queen Ahilya Bai of Indore, on the banks of the river Falgu. Non-

Hindus are not permitted to go into the temple.   

A journey of 1000 stone steps leads to the top of the Brahmajuni Hill, 1 km south-west of the 

Vishnupad Temple that provide a wonderful outlook of the temple 
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The temple is yet a major pilgrim destination. The name of Gaya is based on the myth of demon 

Gayasur who Lord Vishnu had killed in a dual. 

The place is so blessed for Hindus that even Lord Ram had performed Pindadanam here for his 

ancestors. Myth says that Lord Ram had come to Gaya to pay respect to his ancestors and Sita 

had accompanied him on his way. 

Gaya is similarly significant for Buddhists as this was the place where Lord Buddha preached the 

Fire Sermon Adittapariyaya Sutta to around 1000 agriculture workers who were fire-worshipers. 

The influence of Buddha‟s conversation was so enormous that all of them changed to Buddhism. 

 

                                                                                        Fig-5 

Others Goddess 
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                  Fig-6                                    Fig-7                                            Fig-8                                                            Fig-9 

   
                      Fig-10                                                           Fig-11                                                                  Fig-12 

    
               Fig-13                                                       Fig-14                                                                   Fig-15 
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               Fig-16                                                  Fig-17                                      Fig-18                                        Fig-19 

     
                           Fig-20                                                                         Fig-21                                             Fig-22 
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ART AND ARCHITECTURE 

The majority of the fine art and architectural remains that carry on from Ancient and Medieval 

India are spiritual in surroundings. Regularly temples were decorated with the images of gods. 

The Vishnupad Temple of Gaya dedicated to Vishnu. Vishnupad Temple is also famous for their 

extensive erotic sculptures, the erotic expression is specified identical importance in human skill 

as spiritual activity and it is observe as part of a superior cosmic whole. 

Vishnupad Temple is a very valuable heritage in the culture of a citizen. It is additional so in 

India, someplace other myth of fine art is as earlier as the history of the competition- a panorama 

of five thousand years.  The important quality of Indian fine art is its preoccupation with things 

of the strength.  Fine art in India did not aim at idea presentation of the creature or common 

facets of time.  It was mainly the produce of the artist‟s inventive meditation and effort.  It is an 

enormous, unending communal and religious Endeavour of devotees to depict the forms of the 

gods and goddesses they worshipped. 

        

                      Fig-23                                                 Fig-24                                                       Fig-25                                            Fig-26  
Any visitor desirous of understanding the real importance of Indian fine art should be organized 

gently to go to the length and width and savoir deep of the symbolic meanings that make up a 

world of their own.  

Conception: There are resources, pillars, railings, parasols, animal and human sculptures and 

numerous other motifs.  It was during that sculpture and architecture witnessed an innovative 

efflorescence.  Fine art was developed at a group of centers and the large Temple of 

approximately a continental development.  A similar art group flowered during the Kushana 

period and Mathura emerged as the innovative centre of fine art. This art evolution was the result 

of the artistic effort that ongoing in full swing.  Throughout the phase of the Kushana emperors 

an remarkably active school of sculpture and architecture flourished in Gandhara, that is, from 

Taxila to the Swat Valley. 

 

India is the custodian of important civilization, social, moral and artistic.  The concept of 

traditional culture, establish innovative complexities.  It implies that what is traditional is 

constantly worth conserving.  The tradition in folk art reflect the constant participate of line and 

color which is indigenous to the mind of India. 
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Vishnupad Mandir Timings 

Mandir is open all day. The darshan timings are from 6:30 am to 7:30 pm. 

Mandir does not remain close on public holiday. Even on public holidays the timing for darshan 

is from 6:30 am to 7:30 pm. 

 

CULTURAL TOURISM IN INDIA 

Cultural tourism in India is the major aspect behind India‟s dramatic increase in the tourism 

segment in current years, because from instance immemorial, India has been considered the 

ground of ancient history, heritage and culture. 

Campaign and this has lead to the development of cultural tourism in India.  India has had a lot 

of leader above the centuries and all of them prepared an impact on India‟s traditions.  The 

influence of different cultures can be seen in festive, music, dances, architecture, traditional 

society, food and languages. It is due to the influence of all these different cultures that the 

heritage and culture of India turns away to be comprehensive and vibrant. This prosperity in 

culture goes a extended way in projecting India as the crucial cultural tourism destination. 

The artistic heritage of India is a vibrant mosaic of dynamic and wonderful colors. Indian culture 

includes a exclusive combine of food, fashion, festivals, dance and music that spell bounds the 

four corners of the world with its joyful environment. 

This category includes all those who come to India with various reasonably explicit artistic 

interests in mind.  Among individuals encountered or whose activities have been reported, 

several main varieties may be cited such as 

1. The monumental heritage: art and architecture  

2. The religious heritage 

3. The standard heritage 

4. Conventional fine art and crafts 

5. Song  and dance 

6. Food preparation 

CONCLUSION 

Outstanding universal value of Vishnupad Temple: The artistic heritage of India dots a 

unique place among the countries of the world. With the course of time, its significance is getting 

even more appreciate and recognized, to the area of considering „culture‟ as the basis of the 

major democracy in the universal. The socio-economic, political, legal, environmental and 

technological atmosphere of India is strongly knitted to form element and bundle of the nation‟s 

culture- where in lies its power and strong spirit.  In the kingdom of familial tourism also, the 
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different cultural expressions have played a large position.  Indian sculpture and architecture are 

classic representations of aesthetic beauty and time-tested creativity. The backgrounds of artistic 

productions are unique to India.  Various inspirational and influential aspects could be 

recognized to art and architecture of India. Cultural identity and also workout a successful and 

innovative creation between the worldwide and the local, regional and national levels of artistic 

styles, forms. 
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